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SELECTED FINANCIAL DATA RELATING TO
AGRICULTURE BY STATES, 1930, 1940, AND 1950
ILLusTRATIvE data by states which provide the basis for a com-
parison of 1940 with 1930 and 1950 with respect to certain finan-
cial characteristics of agriculture are shown in the accompanying
table. For this purpose the states have been grouped into major
types of farming regions.
The estimates of the distribution of interests in farm real estate
among operators, landlords, and creditors require a brief ex-
planation. The interest of operators represents the value of farm
real estate in farms that are both owned and operated by the
farm operator, less the estimated farm real estate debt of these
farmers. For 1950 and 1940 the data for these estimates are
available from 1950 Farm Mortgage Debt—Cooperative Report,
published in December 1952 by the Bureau of the Census and
the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. For 1930 the estimates
were made without the benefit of official state estimates of farm
mortgage debt of part-owner farmers. However, the 1930 estimates
are based on the same concepts as those employed for 1950 and
1940. Any lack of precision resulting from incompleteness of data
in 1930 does not impair the usefulness of the data for general
comparative purposes.
The estimates of the operator interest in farm real estate for
all three base years tend to understate the extent of this interest.
Any interest of farm operators in farms other than those operated
by them, whether as landlord or as creditor, is excluded. Further-
more, the interest of operators in all farm assets on the farms
they own (as well as operate) is a larger percentage of these
assets than is their interest in the real estate alone. For example,
tenant operators usually have a substantial interest in non-real-
estate farm assets of the farms they operate. From our data for
sample counties, it appears that operator interests in all farm
assets exceeded 48 per cent in 1940 as compared with operator
interests in farm real estate alone of less than 43 per cent.
If we subtract the estimated operator interest in farm real
estate from total value of farm real estate, the residual becomes
the combined interests of landlords and creditors. Again, if farm
mortgage debt is subtracted from this residual, the remainder
177APPENDIX B
represents the landlord interest. The interests of operators who
are also either landlords or creditors are classified with the land-
lord or creditor interest, as the case may be. It should be noted
also that the landlord interest, as a residual, includes interests of
different levels of government in farm land.
The additional state data shown in Table B-i either are taken
directly from published reports or are readily computed from
'such reports. The sources of these data are shown in the footnotes
to these parts of the table.
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LIST OF COUNTIES INCLUDED IN
THE 108-COUNTY SAMPLE









































INDIANA Meeker NORTH CAROLINA Pike Polk
Wayne Winona Edgecoinbe
181APPENDIX C























Chester Tom Green Winnebago
Tioga Tyler Wood
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